AFTER HOURS

Suhail Karbhari

After hours
Arabian Computer News delves below the corporate strategy to understand what really
makes the region’s CIOs and IT leaders tick. This month: Suhail Karbhari, product and
partner development manager for cloud computing, at EXA Information Technology.
How did you end up where you are now?

What is your greatest achievement?

What is your fondest memory of work-

I began my professional career in Saudi
Arabia. I’ve enjoyed a long and successful
four years in the IT industry, working in
various sales and business development
positions at both regional and multinational
ﬁrms. In mid-2009, I joined EXA Information Technology as a product and partner
development manager for the whole MENA
region. I’m currently responsible for cloud
computing development, developing partners, corporate strategies and planning.

My biggest achievement till date is not a
single thing. It consists of many parts of my
professional life. First, when I was selected
for best employee of the award. Second was
when I got the chance to meet Steve Ballmer
and talk about cloud computing technology,
as EXA was ﬁrst player for this technology in
the region. Third, but not last, is when I grew
my partner count by seven within short span
of ﬁve months.

ing in the Middle East IT industry?

How many people do you manage, and
what is your management philosphy?

Currently I am responsible for two managers, as my responsibility and job requirement. I am managing sales, as well as marketing manager for product and technology
development. Each manager has more than
ﬁve members in his/her respective team. I
have 24/7 support policy for all my direct,
as well as team members. This ensures that
all my team members are connected to me,
and they are working in the same direction to
meet organisation’s vision and mission.

My fondest memory, I must say, is the time
I met the president of Microsoft Arabia, as
well as all the leaders of IT industry from
across the whole Middle East at event held
by Microsoft. I have had the opportunity to
network with numerous acquaintances, and
build on professional relationships within
this industry.
Which technology do you think will

What is your biggest mistake?

have the biggest impact on the market

I turned down the opportunity to be part
of the Technology Development Team, for
cloud computing as a Microsoft Partner.

in 2011, and why?

GETTING PERSONAL

Cloud computing technology, as it’s predicted by nearly all industry analyst as big move
towards IT technology. Cloud will be having
big impact because of its lower TCO.

Nationality: Indian
Number of years in the industry: 4

What’s the best way to deal with stress?

Favourite Food: Italian or Sushi

I deal with stress in my office cabin with
stress ball and entertainment surf on internet for ﬁfteen minutes.

Holiday destination: Barbados
Music: AR Rehman or Shakria
Dream Car: A Camaro, BMW Coupe
or a Chrysler 300C

How do you relax in your spare time?

Gadget: My iPhone

I spend quality time with my family and
friends – I enjoy outings with them on the
long highways of Saudi Arabia.

Movie: 2012, Vertical Limit, or
What was your ﬁrst computer, and

Slumdog Millionaire

when did you ﬁrst use it?

Piece of advice: Success is nothing

It was an Intel Pentium-based one, which I
received for for my 12th birthday.

but hardwork in the right direction
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Would you like to take part in ACN’s ‘After Hours’
section? If so, please contact: ben.furﬁe@itp.com

www.itp.net

